
BuenCamino
Newsletter of Fr.Michael Fish, OSB. CAM

August 2018                                                 H E R M I T F I S H                                 www.hermitfish.com

The gospel of everyday life
Of late, so many people on re-
treats, or in spiritual direction,
begin with a litany of woes –
so much darkness, hopelessness
– so helpless, powerless in the
face of everything. 

I listen respectfully, acknowl-
edging the truth and reality of
the present situation and then I
find myself blurting out, “But
what about the 12 little boys and
their coach in Thailand?”

Instantly, the mood shifts.
There is a smile, a deep breath
and a long, “Yes!” 

What a ‘gospel’ that has
been to the world. It is proof
there is kindness and generosity,
even to the giving of life, as
Navy SEAL, Saman Kunan, did.
Amongst risk and hope – the
impossible becomes possible,
when people from all over the
world come together.

As the Prime Minister of
Thailand said, “We sent love into
the cave every day.” Love is
prayer, love is action, love is
concern. Millions all over the
world sent love – you did also –
and as always, love comes back
to you with a rush.

What ‘gospel’ can you keep
returning to as a touchstone that
shifts the darkness and hopeless-
ness and brings to your lips and
heart that smile, that long “yes”?

Blessings,

Bowing

Before our time, before years that said no,
when anyone passed a church and reverently
bowed, a soul somewhere might go
to Heaven, just because of that bow.
And they all felt sad if a rooster crowed,
for something it reminded them of, a story
strong as the cables that hold up the world.
Nobody bows now if a rooster crows.

But maybe something you do, unknowingly
or quick to react, without thought of gain
or loss – maybe that act goes on
over the mountains or oceans and finds the same
salvation for you that bowing does.
It is larger now, the church is, and the life
we are in. In it we bow to everything.

William Stafford
A ScrIpture of LeAveS

News from the Hermitage
Br. Gabriel crossed
the Jordan at 9:30 am
on Wednesday, 18
July. Michael muses
that he is likely al-
ready dancing at the
eternal banquet. 

New Camaldoli Hermitage
celebrates its 60th anniversary
with an open day on Sunday, 29
July. All are welcome. Highway 1
is now open in both directions.

Michael’s retreats are
available online

Ten of Michael’s
retreats are
available on CD
and as digital
downloads at
CDBaby.com
and some on

Apple’s iTunes store (downloads).
Search “Michael Fish” in iTunes.
https://store.cdbaby.com/Artist/MichaelFish

Retreat scheduling
If you are an organization, group
or retreat center who is interested
in booking Michael for an event,
please contact Laura Hipke, (818)
248-4747 or laura@hipkes.com.

Support for Michael
Michael is entirely self-supporting,
receiving no financial assistance
apart from his own ministry. Your
tax-deductible donation to Hermit
Fish, his 501(c)(3) nonprofit organ-
ization, helps to sustain Michael’s
ministry. Gifts of any size are
greatly appreciated. 
FID: 82-2489475
Visit: https://www.hermitfish.com/

AUGUST
24-26  | Cave of the Heart II
Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center,
Sierra Madre, CA
Info: Karen Judson, (818) 249-9419
karenjudson43@gmail.com

JANUARY 2019
4-5  | Reno Diocesan 
Conference, Reno, NV
Info: MoniqueJ@Catholicreno.org 

19-23  | St. Margaret Mary 
Parish Mission, Naperville, IL
Info: Sr. Madelyn Gould, 
(630) 369-0777

FEBRUARY 
2  | Retreat Morning 
Most Holy Redeemer Church, 
San Francisco, CA
Info: (415) 863-6259

Michael’s Upcoming Events
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