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Easter Traditions
No matter how fruitful or failed
your Lent Easter, it comes with a
promise of hope and Risen joy.

There is a lovely, ancient tra-
dition called Risus Paschalis, the
Easter joke or laugh, so appropri-
ate this year when Easter falls on
April 1st. In fact, there is a theory
that “April Fool” originates from
Risus Paschalis, when the presider
tells a joke in the homily during
the Easter morning Liturgy, to
make people laugh, because the
greatest joke and laugh are “in the
Resurrection death has died.”

Another tradition for the
FEAST OF ALL FEASTS, beyond
Easter Egg hunts, is the Celtic be-
lief that if you rise early on Easter
Sunday morning you may witness
the sun dancing as it and all cre-
ation celebrate Risen glory.

A small bottle taken to
Liturgy for Easter Water, with
which to bless your home, table
and family, is another idea. And
finally, the quaint tradition of
going for a stroll late Easter
Sunday afternoon in the hope
that the Stranger, in one of his
many disguises, will sidle up to
you – as he did the two on the
way to Emmaus – opening your
eyes and making your heart
burn within you.

Be assured of a special re-
membrance during the Holy Vigil
and a prayer for abundant joy and
laughter all Easter Season.
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Meet Michael’s Retreat
Scheduling Coordinator
Michael is pleased to announce
that Laura Hipke has volunteered
to act as his retreat scheduling 

liaison. Laura
will be coordi-
nating all 
aspects of
Michael’s
speaking com-
mitments. 
If you are an

organization, group or retreat
center who is interested in book-
ing Michael for an event, Laura
will be your point person. You
may reach her at (818) 248-4747
or laura@hipkes.com.

Compassion is among 10
downloadable retreats
Compassion, Michael’s Holy Week
retreat, is now available as a digi-

tal download.
The 5-talk set
hasn’t been re-
leased yet on
CD. Other
downloads in-
clude Camino I

and II; Celtic Spirituality I and II;
Contemplative Ways of Being 1, 2
and 3; Merton’s Mirror; and Cave of
the Heart I. Available at:
https://store.cdbaby.com/Artist/MichaelFish

Donations
Support Michael’s ministry with
your tax-deductible donation to
Hermit Fish, FID: 82-2489475.
Visit: https://www.hermitfish.com/

APRIL
6-7  | Parish Retreat/Mission
Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
Santa Cruz, CA  
Info: zig.poet@gmail.com 
JUNE
6/26-7/2  | Contemplative 
Ways of Being 1, 2 & 3 
Santa Sabina Retreat Center, 
San Rafael, CA
Info: info@santasabinacenter.org

JULY
6-8  | Hermitage Assembly
Franciscan Retreat Center, 
San Juan Bautista, CA
Info: Helena Chan
hklchan@gmail.com 
19-22  | Wildness of God II
Mercy Center Burlingame,
Burlingame, CA
Info: www.mercy-center.org
(650) 340-7454

Michael’s Upcoming Retreats
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