
Becoming jubilee
Recently, friends of mine celebrated their
golden jubilee – 50 years of marriage – an im-
pressive milestone on their life Camino. The
occasion got me thinking about jubilee. Leviti-
cus (25:11-12), decreed jubilees to occur in the
year after seven times seven years. It was a
holy year, a special occasion of celebration, a
year of rest, of restoration, reconciliation, re-
turn, and release. 

There was to be no sowing or work dur-
ing a jubilee year, a hiatus, a fallow year, giv-
ing time for the earth and laborers to
recuperate. It was also a time of restoration,
forgiving debts, leveling the playing fields so-
cially and economically, canceling obligations,
reconciling, releasing slaves and prisoners. In
addition it was a time when people returned
to their ancestral homes, a pilgrimage to re-
visit their origins.

The wonderful gift and grace of a jubilee
was the possibility and opportunity of a new
beginning, the freedom for anyone to start
anew. 

Interestingly, in the Gospel of Luke, chap-
ter 4, Jesus goes back, returns to Nazareth, to
his origins, and there in the synagogue, on the
Sabbath, preaches his first sermon, based on
Isaiah 61:1-3. In it, he says, “I am jubilee,” (I am
the Lord’s year of favor). In announcing him-
self as jubilee, Jesus gathers up into himself all
the qualities of jubilee. He is redemption, rest,
release, reconciliation and restoration, he is
liberty and a new beginning, our origin and
the ground of our Being. This is actually what
we have been celebrating these Resurrection
days, and will continue to reflect on in the
Easter weeks of April – Jesus Jubilee.

The couple I mentioned, who celebrated
their 50 years of marriage, were both sur-
prised and humbled to realize how, not only
were they celebrating their jubilee, but over
the years, they had, like Jesus, become jubilee.
Easter invites us to seize grace, the Holy
Spirit, and become a moment or occasion for
rest, reconciliation, restoration, release, and
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‘Levanté’ retreats now $95
With the costs of everyday necessities
continually going up, discretionary
spending is often where the difference
must be made up. Exploration of spiri-
tuality is often the victim of budgetary
belt-tightening. But it is times like this
when the experience of spirituality is
most needed. Given this, we made the
decision to lower the cost of all Levanté
online retreats to $95, and doubled
video and study guide PDF access to 14
days. For information visit: 
https://hermitfish.com/retreat-brochure

‘Levanté 4’ debuts
Levanté 4, is finally ready. The cost for
this, and all Levanté online video re-
treats, has been lowered to $95, and
access to the videos and study guide
PDFs has been doubled to a full 14
days (see more above). Michael’s 
Levanté 4 themes include, Arrivals and
Departures, The Sanctity of Nature, Re-
silience Along the Way, Learning to Rest,
and MakingYour Own Camino. Levanté 4
is Michael at his best.Visit:
https://hermitfish.com/levant-4-schedule

Audio Subscriptions
Michael’s entire audio retreat library is
available online 24/7, via subscription.
For information visit: 
https://hermitfish.com/about-the-audio-library

Grateful for your support
Michael wishes to thank everyone
for your continued prayers, good
wishes and support this past year.
Donations to Hermit Fish,
Michael’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit, are
fully tax deductible. Gifts of any
size are greatly appreciated. FID:
82-2489475
Visit: https://www.hermitfish.com/donate

To be added to Michael’s email distribution go to https://www.hermitfish.com and scroll to the bottom of the page to sign up.

return – a new beginning.
This month of Spring, which is an annual

reminder of regeneration, invites us to also 
become Jesus Jubilee.

Blessings,

P.S. It struck me how jubilee also applies to
where we find ourselves in our world today.
This month, could we make our prayer in-
tention Jubilee in Gaza and Ukraine. May all
prisoners, on both sides, be released, may
land be restored, may there be reconcilia-
tion and peace and a new beginning for the
people caught in these horrific wars.

To Come Home to Yourself
May all that is unforgiven in you
Be released.
May your fears yield
Their deepest tranquilities.
May all that is unlived in you
Blossom into a future
Graced with love.

JOHN O’DONOHUE
To Bless the Space Between us

Creative and logistical support for
Michael, his Buen Camino newsletter and
HermitFish.com website are provided

by Enigma|LA, enigmala.com 
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Levanté 4 Online Video Retreat • 14 Days
APRIL 18-May 1

https://hermitfish.com/levant-4-schedule

Levanté 3 Online Video Retreat • 14 Days
APRIL 11-24

https://hermitfish.com/levant3-schedule

Levanté 2 Online Video Retreat • 14 Days
APRIL 4-17

https://hermitfish.com/levante-2-schedule

Levanté 1 Online Video Retreat • 14 Days
APRIL 4-17

https://hermitfish.com/levante-1-retreat-houses


